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2010 DIRECTV SEC/BIG EAST Invitational Lineup  
includes Five 2009-10 Postseason Teams 

Kentucky and Notre Dame renew Freedom Hall rivalry for first time since 1988 
 
LOUISVILLE, KY (June 9, 2010) – The fourth annual DIRECTV SEC/BIG EAST 
Invitational will be held Dec. 8 and 11 in Louisville and Pittsburgh, ESPN Regional 
Television announced today. 
 
The two-night men’s college basketball event begins with a doubleheader Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, at Freedom Hall in Louisville, featuring Arkansas vs. Seton Hall at 7 p.m. ET on 
ESPN2, followed by Kentucky vs. Notre Dame at 9:30 p.m. on ESPN. 
 
On Saturday, Dec. 11, at the brand new CONSOL Energy Center in Pittsburgh, Rutgers 
will take on Auburn on ESPN2, followed by Pittsburgh vs. Tennessee on ESPN. Game 
times for the Pittsburgh site will be announced at a later date. 
 
Three of the SEC teams – Kentucky, Tennessee and Auburn – will play in the event for 
the second time, while Arkansas and all four BIG EAST teams are making their first 
SEC/BIG EAST Invitational appearances. 
 
The matchup of Kentucky and Notre Dame revisits a long tradition at Freedom Hall in 
Louisville. The teams have met 32 times at the historic venue, the first game being 
played in January 1937. The rivalry was held in Louisville every season from 1962-63 to 
1987-88. Kentucky has a 23-9 advantage in games played at Freedom Hall, most 
recently a 78-69 win Jan. 31, 1988.  
 
In the overall series, Kentucky holds a 41-18 edge on Notre Dame. The Irish won the 
most recent meeting, a 77-67 decision in the quarterfinals of the National Invitation 
Tournament on March 25, 2009, in South Bend, Ind. Arkansas will be facing Seton Hall 
for the first time. 
 
Tennessee has won three of four meetings with Pittsburgh, though the teams have not 
played since Dec. 6, 1998, in Knoxville. The Vols won that game, 56-53. Auburn has 
won four of five all-time games against Rutgers, most recently an 82-70 victory  
Dec. 8, 2002, at Auburn. 
 



Five of the eight participating teams reached the postseason in 2009-10, with Kentucky 
and Tennessee advancing to the NCAA Elite Eight. Pittsburgh and Notre Dame also 
played in the NCAA Tournament, while Seton Hall played in the NIT. 
 
Teams invited to participate in the DIRECTV SEC/BIG EAST Invitational are chosen by 
ESPN in consultation with the conferences and are based on geographic and 
competitive criteria.   
 
The BIG EAST holds a 7-5 record in the first three years of the DIRECTV SEC/BIG 
EAST Invitational. The two conferences have combined to produce four of the last eight 
NCAA Men's Basketball Champions (Florida - 2007 and 2006; Connecticut - 2004; 
Syracuse - 2003) and seven of the last 15 national champions (Connecticut - 1999; 
Kentucky - 1998 and 1996). 
 
Tickets for the 2010 DIRECTV SEC/BIG EAST Invitational are expected to go on sale in 
early fall. Fans who would like to receive notification when tickets are available can 
CLICK HERE to enter an email address or visit the official website: 
secbigeastinvitational.com. 
 
ESPN Regional Television/Event Ownership 
The nation’s largest syndicator of collegiate sports programming, ESPN Regional Television (ERT) 
annually produces more than 1,000 telecasts of sporting events. Programming includes football, 
basketball, NCAA events, golf and NHRA events accounting for more than 2,200 live and/or original 
hours of programming. In addition to event ownership, ERT is the production headquarters for ESPNU, 
the 24-hour college sports network; syndication rights-holder and producer of national, regional and local 
shows for college conferences (e.g. – SEC, BIG EAST, Big 12, Mid-American, WAC). 
 
ESPN Regional Television markets and/or owns several sporting events, including collegiate football events: the Beef 
‘O’ Brady’s Bowl St. Petersburg; Bell Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl (Fort Worth, Texas); MAACO Bowl Las Vegas; 
New Mexico Bowl (Albuquerque); Papajohns.com Bowl (Birmingham, Ala.); Sheraton Hawai’i Bowl (Honolulu); Texas 
Bowl (Houston); the MEAC/SWAC Challenge presented by Disney (Orlando, Fla.); and The Home Depot ESPNU 
College Football Awards; collegiate basketball events: the 76 Classic (Anaheim, Calif.); Cancun Governor’s Cup; 
Charleston Classic (S.C.); DIRECTV SEC/BIG EAST Invitational; Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Classic 
(Honolulu); Old Spice Classic (Walt Disney World Resort near Orlando, Fla.); Puerto Rico Tipoff (San Juan); All-
College Basketball Classic (Oklahoma City) and BracketBusters; as well as the new ESPNU Warrior Classic 
(Lacrosse) and the ESPN National Golf Challenge presented by Callaway. For more information, visit ESPNPlus.com.  
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One of the top 10 largest public facilities of its kind in the United States, the Kentucky Exposition Center features 1.2 million square 
feet of indoor space including Freedom Hall, an indoor arena which seats over 19,000 people.  The facility's class "A" exhibit space 
totals 425,700 square feet and accommodates an amazing spectrum of events year round. The expo center is  the permanent home 
for the Kentucky State Fair, the National Farm Machinery Show, and the North American International Livestock Exposition.  
Conveniently located adjacent to the Louisville International Airport and near the junction of three major interstates, the Kentucky 
Exposition Center is easily accessible and just five minutes south of downtown Louisville.  For more information, go online to 
www.kyexpo.org. 
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